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more than the French themselves. Thus we would
guard the village of the Hurons with our arms, and
they in their hunting expeditions would give chase
to [209 i.e., 205] or at least would discover their
enemies.

Whoever will carefully weigh these reasons will
conclude that it is quite necessary to exert ourselves,
and to spare no expense, to form near us a settle-
ment of Hurons. Those whom we have here are al-
ready well disposed through the grace of our Lord.
Here is another example of their affection.

As the ships arrived very late, the passage having
been long and troublesome this year, our food gave
out, and we were in great straits as to what we should
do with these poor children. I asked the advice of
Monsieur de Montmagni, our Governor, in this mat-
ter. I honor his courage; he replied that, as we
had had so much trouble in getting these young men,
he did not think we would have the heart to send
them back, since they were behaving so well. ‘It
is a matter of suffering,’”” he said, ‘“and of saving
something from your food and from ours.”” He fully
appreciates the importance of this Seminary for the
glory of our Lord and for the commercial interests
of these Gentlemen. Having reported this so wise
reply to our Seminarists, the oldest one said there-
upon, ‘‘That suits us well; it would have been a
great pity to send us back to our country, for although
we had made up our minds to stay [210 i.e., 206]
with Eckon” (Father Brebeuf) ‘‘ and with Antoine,”
(Father Daniel) *‘ if he had gone up there again, yet
it will avail a great deal more to suffer a little down
here than to return into so great dangers.” Alas!



